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Ben Neyim? 

 
* 

 
  

: 

 

 

Anahtar Kelimeler: Benlik, benlik-bilgisi, modern felsefe, Descartes, Kant. 

 

What am I? 

 

Abstract: This essay deals with the concept of self as it was conceived by the modern philosophers 

such as Descartes, Hume, and Kant. Modern philosophers understood this concept in essentially 

two different senses. While the empiricists conceived self as an object, the rationalists saw it as a 

subject. On the other hand, Kant, who was neither an empiricist nor a rationalist, understood self 

in its both senses. The ontological status of the concept of self cannot, of course, be separated from its 

epistemological status, that is, from how it is known. While the rationalists such as Descartes, 

Spinoza, and Leibniz thought that self-knowledge is the most certain knowledge, the empiricists 

such as Hume thought that self-knowledge is no different from all other knowledge in terms of 

certainty. Kant, on the other hand, tried to syntesize these two different poles by separating the 

objective aspect and the subjective aspect of the self.      
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Zaman zaman kendi 

Bu soruya 

bildiren de onun benlik yahut kendilik bilincidir.   

self ve 

nefs ndilik terimi, 

 

  

iftir. Felsefe tarihinde rasyonalistler, 

listler, 
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felse

 

 

cogito cogito, ergo sum: 

nitelikle

bunun 
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Ent

 - yani 

beni ben yapan ruh - 

1 

ve 

2.  

olarak bilmesi demek, kendi aktivitelerinin sezgisel bilgisine ula

Di

                                                           
1 Descartes, Philosophical Writings of Descartes, I, s. 195. 
2 Descartes, Philosophical Writings of Descartes, II, s. 19. 
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3 Leibniz ise 

monad 

bilgisinin esas 

-

- 

- 

b 4 

rasyonalistlerinkin

                                                           
3 Spinoza, A Spinoza Reader, s. 123. 
4 Leibniz, Philosophical Essays, s. 142. 
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rden 

    

l eden 

ben

Ben

5 

sezgisel (a priori

                                                           
5 Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, s. 252. 
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Empiristler ile rasyonal

iyle bir fark yok iken 

nesne

 

hususunda empiristlerle para

Kant

 

Kant kendi be cogito 
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cogito analitik 

Cogito 

nce 

-

-

neden-

 

a priori 

transandantal alandak

rekir. Ancak ne numenal benlik 

gibi kategoriler de kendilerine uygulanamaz. Zaten transandantal benlik, 
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a priori

 

yahut a priori 

transandantal 

ben bilinci 6 

benlik 

 

                                                           
6Kant,  Critique of Pure Reason, A107.  
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 Ben

ktif hallerini konu edinmez. 

- 

- 

be edemeyiz yani bilemeyiz; sadece onun saf - a priori - bilincine sahip 

 

 da malzemesi 

ki, stand

 

gelir. 
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hallerin beyindeki fiziko-
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