














   

    
           
            
     
          
          
         


        




 
        

        
        

          
           
 
       
      
         
          
         



 


       



      

         
        
          
 
           
        

         



 


           


      
          
           
        
         
          

         
          
        
          
        

          
        
         
          
        

           
         
        




 




 
         

           
       
         

            
         
         

          
      
          

          



          


          
           
         

          
         
    






         
        
          
    
         
         


 



 


         
          
         



      
       
    
          

          




           
           
        


 



         

          
           
           
    
       
          

   
         





    





  



  

4  Ömer KURTBAĞ 
 

fact that knowledge claims in critical enquiry are not produced 
scientifically, as in the case of neo-realism, but socially and historically 
(Neufeld 1995; Keyman 1997). In accordance with its socially and 
historically constituted epistemological character, it naturally opposes to the 
taken-for-granted ontological status of the reality, and instead reflects upon 
international relations theory itself (Cox & Sjolander 1994). In addition to 
its epistemological and ontological challenges to positivist-neorealist 
perspective, critical international theory also presents a normative 
standpoint which makes the practice of inclusion/exclusion resulting from 
modernity’s conception of self its central theme, and focuses on the 
extension of democratic human community (Keyman 1997). Thus, it grows 
as a theoretical approach which has situated emancipatory politics at the 
heart of its analysis at all levels.  

It is possible to speak of four different discourses or schools in critical 
international theory, namely Habermasian, neo-Gramscian, postmodern and 
feminist discourses. In the next chapter, in order to provide a theoretical 
basis for a comparative analysis in what follows, the first two critical 
discourses are briefly analyzed in terms of their epistemological, 
ontological and normative approaches and assumptions.  

3. Gramscian and Habermasian critical international relations 
theories  

3.1. Gramscian critical international theory   
Gramsci’s work has been applied to the spheres of international 

relations and political economy by Robert Cox who has attempted to 
account for the existing world order and explore the possible ways of 
changing it and of creating an alternative world order (Cox 1981). His 
explanation of the production and reproduction of this order draws on the 
nexus between domestic and external (social) forces. The interconnection 
among social forces, states and world orders, thus, constitutes the crucial 
element in his attempt to develop a neo-Gramscian version of critical theory 
(Cox 1981; Burnham 1991; Keyman 1997). To this end Cox employs the 
conceptual tools drawn from Gramsci, such as hegemony, historical bloc 
and integral state. 

 Figure 1 
The dialectic of hegemony 
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